Media release
Overview of 2020: ten positive moments for the Valais
2020 has been a tough year in more ways than one. Faced with the crisis linked to
COVID-19, the world economy has been turned upside down, our daily habits have had to
be adjusted to a new normal and everyone's calendars have been constantly
reshuffled. Nonetheless, although the past year has been marked by the ups and downs of
the coronavirus, it has also been a year of positive moments. We would like to present ten
of them to you:
1. Valais will be organising the 2025 UCI Mountain Bike World Championships, with eight
Valais destinations hosting the various mountain bike events: Cross-Country in CransMontana, Downhill in Région Dents du Midi, E-Bike in Grächen, Enduro in Leukerbad,
the Marathon in Verbier and Val d'Anniviers jointly, Pumptrack in Monthey and Short
Track in Zermatt. The opening ceremony will take place in Sion.
2. The canton has invested 16 million Swiss francs in the Valais economy with the "Valais
Tourism" project, which consists of three promotional operations: 100-franc vouchers
for two nights or more booked in Valais; a free ski day with the purchase of two boxes
of wine at the Valais Wines Open Cellar Days; and 90-franc vouchers for owners of
second homes.
3. The Canton of Valais is strengthening its position in the field of innovation. Located in
Visp, Lonza will manufacture part of the Covid-19 vaccine developed by the American
biopharmaceutical firm Moderna. Two hundred jobs have been specially created at
the IbexTM Solutions site to produce up to 300 million doses each year.
4. Another piece of good news in the field of innovation is that Valais is the fourth Swiss
canton to host the largest number of the most promising national start-ups. The "Top
100 Swiss Startup Award" 2020 was presented to four Valais start-ups: Eyeware Tech,
GRZ Technologies, Dufour Aerospace and DePoly.
5. Figures for winter 2019-20 were positive for Valais ski lift operators despite the
premature closure of the facilities. Several ski areas, such as Téléovronnaz and Télé
Mont-Noble, have announced very pleasing results.
6. Cycling enthusiasts have plenty to smile about, as since the summer of 2020 the Valais
has 11 new signposted cycle routes, with four additional ascents to be marked out in
the spring of 2021. The aim of this signposting is to highlight the diversity of cycle
routes in Valais.

7. The Valais Wines Open Cellar Days were able to take place, thus enabling winemakers
to meet their customers and make some welcome sales.
8. The first vintage of Valais brand wines was marketed in 2020. We share a portrait of
Mikaël Magliocco, from Cave Daniel Magliocco et Fils, some of whose wines have
obtained Valais brand certification.
9. The Valais brand enjoyed a record year in terms of new specifications registered. The
number of labelled products rose to 70 and the brand welcomed a new sector:
cosmetic products. View all Valais brand products.
10. Some events proved able to adapt to the situation and were held in a new format.
Such was the case for the Tour des Stations, the PALP Festival, the Sierre-Zinal
mountain race, the Verbier E-bike festival and the Marathon des Saveurs.
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