
 

VALAIS/WALLIS PROMOTION 

 
Winter Media Trip 2017/18 
 
Gourmet Ski in Valais 
 

Resorts: Blatten-Belalp and Crans-Montana 
Dates: Wednesday 7th to Sunday 11th March 2018 (4 nights, 5 days) 
 
Highlights: Ski heaven in Valais, Hohstock dream descent in Belalp, visit to the Valais ski factory 
RTC in Brig, World Nature Forum in Naters, Hotel Belalp, Ski Food Safari in Crans-Montana, 
meet with Michelin-starred chefs, night-time snowshoe hikes, the best mountain terraces.  
 
Participants: max 10 journalists (international registration) 
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Winter Sports. Out and about in a white blanket of tranquillity. 
Winter in Valais is unique. A paradise between heaven and earth! The majestic 4,000-metre 
peaks provide a spectacular panorama and a unique setting in which to experience winter 
sports. Switzerland’s highest ski areas are found in Valais, surrounded by 45 peaks higher than 
4,000 metres, which means snow cover is guaranteed. There are 2,000 kilometres of slopes to 
choose from, with the promise of further pure winter thrills off-piste. Ski touring or snowshoe 
trekking through high-alpine landscapes and exhilarating descents over powder snow create a 
real sense of freedom. In Valais, pristine winter landscapes offer the ultimate holiday 
playground. 
 
Valais. An oasis of relaxation and delight. 
Valais enjoys above-average amounts of sunshine and boasts magnificent natural landscapes 
that are ideal for kicking back and relaxing. Thanks to the ideal conditions here, Valais produces 
a wide variety of delicious natural produce. With its 5,000 hectares of vineyards, Valais is the 
leading winemaking region in Switzerland and has the most AOP- and IGP-labelled products in 
the country. Raclette, air-dried beef and rye bread are among the local specialities that foodies 
seek out and chefs love to use in their gourmet creations. 72 gourmet restaurants in Valais have 
996 Gault&Millau points and 13 Michelin stars between them. 60 restaurants have been awarded 
the “Flavours of Valais” label, indicating that they source their ingredients from local farmers 
and winemakers and serve mainly Valais specialities.  
 
“Dolce far niente” in the mountains. 
If there’s one thing the people of Valais are sure of, it’s that life is too short not to treat yourself 
to something nice from time to time. After all, a fine “assiette valaisanne” and a glass of local 
wine can be enjoyed at any time of day. It’s a great way to take a short break from the constant 
rush and fully enjoy the company of those we are with. And the best place to do so is on a 
mountain terrace, surrounded by a snow-covered landscape, while feasting on panoramic views. 
The choice is huge. From simple huts to award-winning restaurants, there’s something for 
everyone. And at the end of the season, when the sun shines even brighter, various festivals in 
the mountains provide moments of true musical pleasure against the magnificent backdrop of 
the Alps. 
 

www.visitvalais.ch 
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Blatten-Belalp 
The majestic grandeur of the Great Aletsch Glacier and the ancient customs and traditions that 
live on in the Blatten-Belalp region give a magical touch to this enchanting spot. The ski area 
offers 60 kilometres of pistes and a superb view of the Great Aletsch Glacier, listed as UNESCO 
World Natural Heritage. Our tip: take the chairlift up to “Hohbiel” and onwards to “Hohstock”. 
Here at 10,209 ft above sea level, the panorama – featuring the Matterhorn, Dom, Weisshorn 
and 17 other Alpine giants – is nothing short of spectacular. When you get to Belalp, you will 
certainly be spoilt for choice – which restaurant with its sun terrace will you pick? We can 
guarantee a friendly and welcoming atmosphere as well as a unique après-ski ambiance amid 
the majestic peaks of Valais.  
www.belalp.ch 
 
Interview partners in Blatten-Belalp* 

- Christian & Marketa Meier, managers at the Hotel Belalp 
- Dominic Blatter, co-founder of the Valais ski brand RTC (Ready to Carve), based in Brig 

 
Crans-Montana 
Crans-Montana’s ski area extends from the resort on its high, sunny plateau up to the Plaine-
Morte Glacier at 3,000 m, and offers everything for winter sports fans of all ages. Experienced 
skiers will find challenging pistes and will love schussing down the 12-kilometre Piste Nationale 
to the foot of the ski area. But there is much more to Crans-Montana than skiing! This resort is 
known for its concentration of gourmet and festive hotspots, from mountain huts to Michelin-
starred restaurants. Quality local produce, numerous foodie events and top-class producers and 
chefs who are passionate about their work reflect the wealth of gastronomy in our region. It is 
also a great joy for Crans-Montana to include two Michelin-starred establishments amongst its 
many restaurants: Franck Reynaud’s L’Hostellerie du Pas de l’Ours and Pierre Crepaud’s 
LeMontBlanc. Through their remarkable talent, these two French chefs, who have settled in 
Valais, sensitively interpret every flavour in our local produce. Although their creations retain a 
hint of the south, they should naturally be savoured with a fine Valais wine. And if you’re missing 
raclette or other Valais specialities, there are plenty of mountain huts and restaurants which will 
be delighted to welcome you for a traditional mountain dish. 
www.crans-montana.ch  
 
Interview partners in Crans-Montana* 

- Franck Reynaud (1 Michelin star, 18 Gault&Millau points), chef at Cabane des Violettes 
and at l’Hostellerie du Pas de l’Ours, and organizer of the Ski Food Safari event 

- Pierre Crepaud (1 Michelin star, 17 Gault&Millau points), chef at Restaurant LeMontBlanc 
(LeCrans Hotel & Spa*****). 

 
*Interviews can be organized according to journalists’ interest and availability of the speakers. 
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Conditions for taking part in this press trip 
 

- You must be in good physical shape 
- You are able to ski on a blue slope (beginner to intermediate level) 
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Programme (subject to modification) 
 
Wednesday 7th March 2018 – Hello Valais! 

15:00 Individual arrival of participants in Brig. Meet with Beatrice Page from Blatten-
Belalp Tourism (+41 79 247 17 98) and Nancy Pellissier from Valais/Wallis 
Promotion (+41 79 304 06 11) at the train station in Brig. 

15:30 Transfer by minibus from Brig train station to the ski factory RTC (10 min) 

16:00 Visit of the Valais-based ski factory RTC (Ready to Carve) in Brig 
 

Skis made in Valais – each one is unique  
Exclusive carving skis are produced in Brig by hand. Only the best materials 
are used and each set of skis is unique. Quality is the highest priority for Valais 
brand RTC (Ready to Carve). Carving is easy if you have the right skis. You 
should be able to take the turns in such a way that you work with the force of 
gravity, not against it. The design of the RTC skis and individual steps in the 
construction process are what make them unique. All have poplar or ash at 
their core, around which the skis are built up in composite layers of fibreglass 
(“for bendiness”), Titanal (“for smooth running”), various interim layers and 
rubber (“absorbs the vibrations”), according to Dominic Blatter, who set up 
the company with Felix Schmidhalter 17 years ago. Customers can try out the 
exclusive skis on test runs in the ski areas. www.rtc-ski.ch  
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17:00 Transfer by minibus to Blatten bei Naters (10 min). Ride by cable car up to 
Belalp. Short walk to access your hotel and check-in.  

 
Hotel Belalp 
Offering stunning views of the Rhône Valley, the Great Aletsch Glacier and 
the Matterhorn, the Hotel Belalp proudly stands 2,137 m above sea level in the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site of Swiss Alps Jungfrau-Aletsch. It is a historic 
property, originally built in 1856 at the height of the Belle Epoque. Today, this 
testimony to the pioneering spirit of the times is an idyllic place to relax, 
recharge one’s batteries and find inspiration.  

 
Hotel Belalp 
Aletschbord 20 
CH-3914 Blatten 
T. +41 27 924 24 22 
www.hotel-belalp.ch 

18:00 Ski equipment rental at a sports shop in Belalp for the next day. Possibility to 
test RTC skis. 

19:00 Welcome drink and official presentation by Valais/Wallis Promotion at Hotel 
Belalp 

19:30 Dinner at Hotel Belalp 

 Overnight in Belalp 
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Thursday 8th March 2018 – Ski day in Blatten-Belalp 

08:00 Breakfast at the hotel 

09:00 Meet with Beatrice Page (+41 79 247 17 98) in the hotel lobby for a day on the 
slopes. 
 
The Hohstock dream descent 
The Hohstock experience is breathtaking. It perfectly matches the Belalp 
motto: “A Little Closer to Heaven”. Your descent begins at a bracing 3,100 
metres above sea level. After passing through a short tunnel, you launch 
yourself down an exhilarating piste with gradients of up to 60%. After fresh 
snow (which we have a lot of in the most snow-sure region of the Alps), the 
virgin slope – ungroomed, but secured from avalanches – is opened to 
freeriders for a short time before it is groomed. The Hohstock piste ends at 
an altitude of 2,320 m with an invitation to a well-deserved mulled wine. Those 
keen to ski on can continue their lines down to Blatten: this would be the 
original route of the legendary Witches’ Descent, with a length of 12 km and a 
vertical drop of 1,778 metres! 
https://www.valais.ch/en/activities/ski-winter-activities/dream-descents  

 
Weather-based pricing system, Blatten-Belalp  
It’s a European first! As part of a research project run in collaboration with the 
University of Applied Sciences FHS St. Gallen, Belalp Bahnen AG in Valais and 
Pizolbahnen in St. Gallen are launching weather-based daily passes with 
discounts of up to 50%. The SRF Meteo weather forecast determines the 
price of a one-day pass: the less favourable the forecast, the cheaper the 
ticket.  
www.belalp.ch/belalpbahnen1/prices/meteodynamischetickets.php  

12:30 Lunch at Restaurant Aletschhorn in the Blatten-Belalp ski area 
 
Restaurant Aletschhorn 
CH-3914 Blatten b. Naters 
T. +41 27 923 29 80 
www.aletschhorn.ch   

15:30 Après-ski in Belalp 

16:30 Back to the hotel 
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17:00 Snowshoe excursion to Schönbiel (approx. 1 h 15) 
 
Meet in the hotel lobby for an evening snowshoe hike from Hotel Belalp to 
the restaurant Ricco’s Igloo.  
 
Bring warm clothes and good hiking shoes for the hike. Snowshoes and head 
torches will be provided. 
 

 

19:00 Dinner at restaurant Ricco’s Igloo 
 
Restaurant Ricco’s Igloo 
Schönbiel 
CH-3914 Belalp 
Tel : +41 79 218 99 74 
www.riglu.ch 

21:00 Snowshoe hike back to the hotel (approx. 30 min) 

 Overnight in Belalp 
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Friday 9th March 2018 – World Nature Forum & Crans-Montana 

08:00 Breakfast and check-out 

09:30 Ride down by cable car from Belalp to Blatten bei Naters. Transfer by minibus 
to World Nature Forum in Naters (15 min). 

10:00 Visit of the World Nature Forum in Naters 
 
World Nature Forum, Naters 
The UNESCO World Heritage Site of Swiss Alps Jungfrau-Aletsch boasts 
countless natural treasures. At its heart, the dramatic rocky massif of the 
Eiger-Mönch-Jungfrau and its glaciated landscapes frame the Great Aletsch 
Glacier. The interactive exhibition at the World Nature Forum in Naters 
invites visitors to explore this World Heritage Site with all their senses – 
before immersing themselves in this unparalleled alpine world with a thousand 
different faces.  
www.jungfraualetsch.ch/en/worldnatureforum-en 

11:00 Transfer by minibus from Naters to Crans-Montana (1 h 20) 

12:20 Arrive at your hotel in Crans-Montana. Meet with Jenny Tabet from Crans-
Montana Tourism (+41 79 896 89 01). Check-in. 
 
Hotel 3* (tbc) 
Adress 
CH-Zip + City 
T- +41 27 XXX XX XX 
Website 

12:30 Lunch at restaurant Le Continental  
 
Restaurant Le Continental 
Rue du Pas-de-l’Ours 5 
CH-3963 Crans-Montana 2 
T- +41 27 481 49 28 
www.lecontinental.ch  

14:00 Ski equipment rental at a sports shop in Crans-Montana for the next day 
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14:45 Meet with David Pasquiet, crowned best Swiss chocolatier in 2013, and visit 
the chocolate factory David, l’Instant Chocolat. 
 
Chocolate factory David, l’Instant Chocolat 
Avenue de la Gare 6 
CH-3963 Crans-Montana 
T. +41 27 481 45 12 
www.instant-chocolat.ch 

16:00 Time at leisure 

17:00 Snowshoe excursion to the Colombire hamlet. Meet in the hotel lobby for an 
evening snowshoe hike to the hamlet of Colombire and a descent by 
toboggan.  
 
Bring warm clothes and good hiking shoes for the hike. Snowshoes, head 
torches and sledges will be provided. 
 
www.valais.ch/en/activities/ski-winter-activities/snowshoeing/night-tour-of-
the-colombire-hamlet 

17:30 Start of the evening snowshoe hike. Duration 1 h 30. 

19:00 Visit to the Colombire hamlet: Alpine farm and ecomuseum 
 
Colombire hamlet: Alpine farm and ecomuseum 
In the hamlet known as “Hameau de Colombire”, visitors can experience all 
the delights of mountain life and immerse themselves in the world of our 
ancestors. The hamlet is split into two themed halves: one area including the 
Relais de Colombire (reception, restaurant and terrace) is devoted to Alpine 
farming, while the second area focuses on mountain hut settlements. The 
ecomuseum comprises a total of three huts that were originally located in the 
surrounding area, dismantled and rebuilt here in Colombire according to 
traditional methods. These two worlds of discovery are symbolically linked by 
a footpath for visitors. 
www.colombire.ch/en 

20:15 Raclette evening at the Colombire hamlet 

21:45 Descent by toboggan 

 Overnight in Crans-Montana 
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Saturday 10th March 2018 – Ski Food Safari  

08:00 Breakfast at the hotel 

09:30 Meet with your accompanying person (tba) in the hotel lobby for the day on 
the slopes 

10:00-
15:00 

Ski Food Safari and exploring the ski area of Crans-Montana 
 
Ski Food Safari 
The Ski Food Safari promises a day exploring the pistes of Crans-Montana 
punctuated with gourmet stops at various restaurants, each of which offers 
one of its specialities twinned with a glass of wine from the region. At the end 
of your adventure, head for the dessert stop for a convivial get-together with 
all the Ski Food Safari participants. 
www.crans-montana.ch/en/tables 
 
Meet with Franck Reynaud, Michelin-starred chef and gastronomy 
ambassador of Crans-Montana. www.lesrendezvousdefranck.ch 
 
Possibility to meet with other chefs taking part in the Ski Food Safari 
(according to their availability). 

16:00 Time at leisure 

19:30 Dinner at restaurant Tout un Art, which has just been listed by Gault&Millau 
(13 points) 
 
Restaurant Tout un Art  
Route de Fleurs des Champs 17 
CH-3963 Crans-Montana 
T. +41 27 481 33 12 
www.art-vivre.ch/restaurant-lounge 

 Overnight in Crans-Montana 

  



 

VALAIS/WALLIS PROMOTION 

 
Sunday 11th March 2018 – Crans-Montana & departure 

08:00 Breakfast at the hotel and check-out 

09:00 Individual departure of participants 

 *** 

 Optional programme 

09:00 Half-day skiing in Crans-Montana ski area or time at leisure 

12:30 Lunch at restaurant La Table, Cry d’Er Club d’Altitude 
 
Restaurant La Table – Cry d’Er Club d’Altitude 
T. +41 27 485 89 85 
www.cryder.ch  

14:00 End of the programme. Individual departure 
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Additional information for your publications 
 
www.visitvalais.ch - Official website of Valais/Wallis Promotion with thousands of ideas for what 
to do in our region plus news about Valais. 
 
Websites of the destinations visited: 
www.belalp.ch - Blatten/Belalp 
www.crans-montana.ch - Crans-Montana  
 
Photos about Valais 
We will be happy to provide you with pictures of Valais. Please send us your enquiries at 
presse@valais.ch.  
 

Insurance 
Insurance is the responsibility of individual participants. 
 
Travel to and within Switzerland 
Travel to and within Switzerland is organized by Valais/Wallis Promotion, the destinations and 
Switzerland Tourism.  
 
Social Media 
Share your Valais travel experiences with us: 
Twitter : @valaiswallis – www.twitter.com/valaiswallis 
Instagram : @valaiswallis – www.instagram.com/valaiswallis 
Facebook : Valais Wallis – www.facebook.com/valaiswallis 
 
@ValaisWallis #Valais #MyWinterInValais 
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Contacts for your media trip 
 
Valais/Wallis Promotion 
Rue Pré Fleuri 6  
CH-1951 Sion 
www.valais.ch  

Nancy Pellissier 
Corporate Communications 
Tel. (direct): +41 27 327 35 78 
Mobile : +41 79 304 06 11 
E-mail: nancy.pellissier@valais.ch  

Blatten-Belalp Tourismus 
Rischinustrasse 5 
CH – 3914 Blatten 
www.belalp.ch 

Beatrice Page 
Tourism, Marketing & Sales Manager 
Tel. (direct): +41 27 921 60 40 
Mobile: +41 79 247 17 98 
E-mail: page@belalp.ch 

Crans-Montana Tourisme 
Rue du Prado 29 
CH – 3963 Crans-Montana 
www.crans-montana.ch 

Jenny Tabet 
Communication Manager 
Tel. (direct): +41 27 485 04 92 
Mobile: +41 78 896 89 01 
E-mail : jenny.tabet@crans-montana.ch 

  

 
 

 


