
 

VALAIS/WALLIS PROMOTION 

Media Trip: Traditions, Yodel & Aletsch Glacier 
 
Locations: Portes du Soleil, Aletsch Arena, Brig-Simplon 
Dates: June 22nd to 26th, 2017 
 
Participant(s): International journalists (max 10 participants) 
Topics: Yodel, Valais traditions, cow bells & cheese-making 
Event : Jodlerfest Brig 
 
 
Yodel Festival in Valais – Jodlerfest Brig 
Yodel-o- idi  !  A celebration of yodell ing in Brig  
“Salü mitenand!„ You’ll often hear these words of welcome in local dialect at the 30th National 
Yodelling Festival in Brig in German-speaking Upper Valais. This charming town in the heart of the Alps 
is hosting the traditional “Jodlerfest„ for the second time. Yodelling is a singing technique that involves 
rapid switches between “chest voice„ and “head voice„; it originated as a way for herders to call their 
livestock from one mountain to another. This practice then became part of local folk music and still 
ourishes in Swiss musical tradition. Up to 15,000 yodellers, flag-throwers and alphorn players will show 
off their skills to some 150,000 visitors expected for the event. When the spectacular natural 
landscapes of Valais meet local tradition, the result is the most harmonious of love songs. From 22 to 25 
June 2017, the Jodlerfest will transport you to the heart of Valais at its most authentic. 
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Portes du Soleil 
Adventure and authenticity between Lake Geneva and the Dents du Midi mountain peaks. Land of 
winter sports and leisure activities. Between Switzerland and France discover with one single ski pass 
the Portes du Soleil, the largest linked international ski area in the world with 600 km of slopes. In 
Summer the mountain resorts of the Portes du Soleil (Champéry, Val-d’Illiez-Les Crosets-Champoussin 
and Morgins) offer a paradise for Mountain biking and hiking with 650 km MTB trails, 800 km hiking 
trails and just 1 lift pass for 21 chair lifts & cable cars !  
 
Possible interviews in Portes du Solei l*  :  

- Cheese-makers & alpine restaurant owners Gaby or Blaise Perrin 
- Bell-founder Hugues Perrin 

 
*Interviews can be organised according to journalists’ interest and availability of the speakers.   
 
 
Aletsch Arena 
The Aletsch Glacier is 23 km long, 1800 m wide and has a surface area of 100 square kilometres; it is 
composed of an impressive 27 billion tons of ice. The massive ice flow originates from the north faces of 
the Eiger, Mönch and Jungfrau and flows down into the Valais. Its melted waters run through the wild 
Massa Gorge into the Rhone River. In 2001 the Swiss Alps Jungfrau-Aletsch region was placed on the 
list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites in view of its extraordinary beauty. The sunny terraces of 
Riederalp, Bettmeralp and Fiescheralp are situated halfway between the valley and the sky. Six cable 
cars carry visitors from the Rhone Valley to about 2000 m, from where they can continue up to the 
most beautiful peaks such as the Eggishorn (2927m), with views of the Aletsch and Fiescher glaciers. 
 
Yodel in Aletsch Arena 
In summer 2017, visitors can book taster courses in yodelling at the viewpoints in the Aletsch Arena. 
With the Swiss National Yodelling festival taking place in Brig from 22 to 25 June 2017, visitors will 
additionally be able to discover the yodelling tradition for themselves in the Aletsch Arena. The taster 
courses are being offered by the conductor of the Riederalp Yodel Club. 
www.aletscharena.ch/yodelling 
 

• Tuesday, 4.7.2017 - Yodel on the Eggishorn 
• Tuesday, 11.7.2017 - Yodel on the Bettmerhorn 
• Saturday, 5.8.2017 - Yodel on the Moosfluh 

 
 
Possible interviews in Aletsch Arena* :  

- Yodel : 
o Graziella Walker, President of the Jodelclub Riederalp*  
o Desirée Kummer, active yodeller of the Yodelclub Riederalp* 
o Lukas Kummer, Vice-president of the Jodelclub Riederalp,* 

- Local people (mountain guides, hiking guides…) 
 
*These persons are not available during the stay at the Aletsch Arena, only Sunday in Brig.  Before the 
event, they are available by phone. 
 



 

VALAIS/WALLIS PROMOTION 

Program (subject to modifications)  
 
Thursday, June 22nd, 2017 – Hello Valais! 

12:00 Individual arrival of participants in Portes du Soleil. Meet with a representative from 
Portes du Soleil at the train station in Champéry. Transfer to your hotel. 

12:30 Arrive at the Hotel Beau-Séjour. Check-in.  

 

Hotel  Beau-Séjour 
Rue du Village 114 
1874 Champéry 
Tel. +41 24 479 58 58 
www.beausejour.ch  

13:00 Lunch with panoramic view over the Dents du Midi 

 
La Cantine sur Coux 
Route de Sur Coux 83 
1874 Champéry 
Tel. +41 24 479 10 44 
www.cantinesurcoux.net  
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14:30 Traditions & History afternoon in Champéry 

 

Guided tour of the bel l  foundry 

Jean-Denis Perrin and his son Hugues are some of the last traditional bell-founders in 
Switzerland. In their workshop, they have twenty different molds in which more than 9 
generations have poured their metal alloy, made from a secret, ancestral recipe. 

 

Fonderie de cloches art isanales 
Hugues Perrin 
3, route des Dents du midi 
1874 Champéry 
Tel. +41 79 435 92 39 
www.fonderiechampery.wixsite.com/perrin  
 

 
 

Vis it  to the Chalet Museum “Esserty” 

Valais-style cabin carefully kept from the 1700s, “Chalet l’Esserty” offers a journey 
back to the life of our ancestors. 
www.facebook.com/pg/essertychampery/about/?ref=page_internal  

19:30 Dinner at a traditional alpine wood restaurant in front of Champéry village. 

 

Cantine des Rives 
Route des Rives 12 
1874 Champéry 
Tel. +41 24 479 11 71 
www.lesrives.ch  

 Overnight in Champéry 
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Friday, June 23rd, 2017 – Portes du Soleil 

08:00 Breakfast 

09:00 Visit to the old watermills "La Tine" in Troistorrents  

 

The Old Tine Watermil ls  

During the visit you will discover the miller’s house, his living environment and the 
museum of antique tools. Several exhibitions about hemp and it’s uses, as well as 
wood and the timber industry are offered to visitors. 

 

Les Vieux Moulins de la  Tine 
Chemin des Vieux Moulins 1 
1872 Troistorrents  
Tel. +41 79 226 33 16 
www.vimoti.ch  
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12:30 Lunch at an alpine restaurant in Champoussin 

 

Restaurant Chez Gaby 
Chemin des Vieux Moulins 1 
1872 Troistorrents 
Tel. +41 24 477 22 22 
www.chezgaby.ch  

13:30 Afternoon at Gaby’s alpine farm 

 

La Ferme à Gaby 
Blaise Perrin 
1873 Champoussin 
Tel. +41 24 477 30 88 
www.lafermeagaby.ch  
 

Tradit ional  cheese-making 

The traditional cheese-making factory was created in summer 2004. In a warm 
atmosphere discover the process of transformation of the neighbouring pastures milk 
into raclette’s cheese and other specialities. With a combination of the ancestral and 
the actual know-how, the cheese-maker and his 1400 litre pot introduce you to 
cheese-making.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vis it  to the Farm Museum 

On the second floor, the museum relates the life in the mountains. Tools from the past 
will tell you all about the lifestyle of our ancestors on the mountain pasture.  
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17:30 Way back to the hotel and free time 

19:30 Dinner at Restaurant Le Nord, Champéry 

 

Restaurant Le Nord 
Rue du Village 106 
1874 Champéry 
Tel. +41 24 479 11 26 
www.lenord.ch  

 Overnight in Champéry 
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Saturday, June 24th, 2017 – Aletsch Arena 

07:30 Breakfast and check-out 

08:06 Transfer to Mörel (Aletsch Arena) (2h51) 

 

10:57 Arrive in Mörel. Please walk to the cash desk to collect your tickets.  

11:03 Gondola up to Riederalp (your tickets are available at the cash desk in Mörel). 

 

11:17 Arrive in Riederalp. Meet with a representative from Aletsch Arena. Cable car to 
Riederalp. Check-in at your hotel. 

 

Hotel  Alpenrose 
Art Furrer Hotels 
3978 Riederalp 
Tel. +41 27 928 45 45 
www.artfurrer.ch/de/alpenrose-hotel 

12:30 Lunch at a restaurant in Riederalp 
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13:30 Vis it  v iew point Moosfluh 

At 2,333 m above sea level stands the Moosfluh viewpoint, close to the Hohfluh 
viewpoint at an altitude of 2,227 m. Both of these locations offer a breathtaking view 
of the Great Aletsch Glacier.  

www.aletscharena.ch/cableways/view-points/moosfluh/ 

 

Energy Experience in the Aletsch Arena 

Enjoy the most liberating natural experience in the Alps at its most intense: that's just 
what the sensory experiences of the Aletsch Arena were made for. Feel intensely 
alive, find inner peace and a sense of balance in harmony with nature: these are the 
aims of our varied range of sensory experiences including breathing lessons, breathing 
hikes, yoga, energy spots and natural energetics. 

www.aletscharena.ch/nature-en/sensory-experiences/  

15:00 Visit  of  the Alpmuseum (Tradit ion & Culture)  

The 1606 Alpine Museum Association is the initiator and operator of the museum in 
the “Nagulschbalmu” Alpine hut, which offers interesting insights into the mountain 
farming of the past. Various events organised by the 1606 Alpine Museum Association 
enable today's visitors to experience something of daily life on an Alpine pasture. 

www.aletscharena.ch/life/culture/exhibitions/alpine-museum/ 

 

The play “Der letzte Sander von Oberried” will be acted at this place in Summer 2018. 
www.derletzesander.ch  

19:30 Dinner at Restaurant Alpenrose Riederalp 

 Overnight at the Alpenrose Hotel in Riederalp 
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Sunday, June 25th, 2017 – Yodel Festival – Jodlerfest Brig 

08:00 Breakfast 

09:39 Transfer to Brig for the Yodel Festival 
 

 

10:06 Arrival in Brig. Meet with Jürg Krattiger von Brig-Simplon Tourism (+41 79 655 46 60) at 
Brig train station. 

10:15 Media accreditation in Brig and Media Program Jodlerfest 
 
Yodell ing Tradit ion 

Yodelling is a singing technique that involves rapid switches between “chest voice„ 
and “head voice„; it originated as a way for herders to call their livestock from one 
mountain to another. This practice then became part of local folk music and still 
flourishes in Swiss musical tradition.  

 

Jodlerfest Brig 

Salü mitenand!„ You’ll often hear these words of welcome in local dialect at the 30th 
National Yodelling Festival in Brig in German-speaking Upper Valais. This charming 
town in the heart of the Alps is hosting the traditional “Jodlerfest„ for the second 
time. Up to 15,000 yodellers, flag-throwers and alphorn players will show off their 
skills to some 150,000 visitors expected for the event. When the spectacular natural 
landscapes of Valais meet local tradition, the result is the most harmonious of love 
songs. From 22 to 25 June 2017, the Jodlerfest will transport you to the heart of Valais 
at its most authentic 

www.jodlerfest-brig.ch  

12:30 Lunch in Brig 

 

  



 

VALAIS/WALLIS PROMOTION 

13:30 Media Program Jodlerfest 

14:00 Offic ia l  parade of the event 

The parade of Sunday 25th of June 2017 will be the crowning of the 30th National 
Yodelling Festival in Brig. The old customs, Valais and Switzerland in all its diversity 
will delight the spectators. More than 60 formations will contribute to a colorful and 
full of fantasy parade. The parade will start at 2 pm and last about two hours. It will 
start from the train station in Brig, continue along the Bahnhofstrasse, pass by the 
Sebastiansplatz, the Saltinaplatz and the Gliserallee and finally finish in the central 
place of Glis-village. 

 

16:00 End of the parade 

16:48 Transfer back to Riederalp 

 

 

19:30 Dinner at Restaurant Alpenrose, Riederalp 

 Overnight at the Alpenrose Hotel in Riederalp 
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Monday, June 26th, 2017 – Aletsch Arena & Departure 

08:00 Breakfast at your hotel and check-out 

09:00 Short walk from Riederalp to Bettmeralp 
 
Vis it  of  the View Point Bettmerhorn 
The many faces of the mountain: Wonderful scenery is not Bettmerhorn's only great 
attraction. A combination of sports, nature and culture makes this 2647 m viewpoint, 
just a short cable car ride away with Bettmeralp Bahnen, a unique mountain 
destination. The magnificent view of the Great Aletsch Glacier is just one of the many 
mountain sights at Bettmerhorn viewpoint. 
www.aletscharena.ch/cableways/view-points/bettmerhorn/ 
 

 
 
Exhibit ion Gletscherwelt  Bettmerhorn 
The World of the Great Aletsch Glacier multimedia exhibition in the Aletsch Arena 
reveals the many and fascinating secrets of the Great Aletsch Glacier, the longest 
glacier in the Alps at 23 km. Buried in the perpetual ice of this massive glacier are 
exciting facts and fascinating stories. 
www.aletscharena.ch/life/culture/exhibitions/world-of-the-great-aletsch-glacier/  

11:30 Cable car and train transfer to Brig. Transfer by train to airport and individual 
departure of the participants. 
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Information for your article 
 
www.visitvalais.ch - Official Website of Valais/Wallis Promotion with thousands of ideas what to do in 
our region and news about Valais 
 
www.myswitzerland.com - Official Website of Switzerland Tourism with general information and news 
about Switzerland 
 
The websites of the visited destinations: 
www.portesdusoleil.com – Portes du Soleil 
www.aletscharena.ch - Aletsch Arena 
www.brig-simplon.ch - Brig-Simplon 
www.jodlerfest-brig.ch - Jodlerfest Brig 

 
Photos about Valais 
By accepting the terms and conditions under the following link you will get a login to our photo 
database : http://mail.valaistourism.ch/applications/photos.nsf/ConditionsGen?OpenForm&en 
 
Insurance 
Insurance is up to participant’s own responsibility 
 
Social Media 
Share your Valais travel experiences with us: 
Twitter : @valaiswallis – www.twitter.com/valaiswallis 
Instagram : @valaiswallis – www.instagram.com/valaiswallis 
Facebook : @valaiswallis – www.facebook.com/valaiswallis 
 
#Valais #Wallis #MySummerInValais 
#portesdusoleil 
#aletscharena #feelfree 
#brigsimplon 
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Contacts for your press trip 
 
Valais  Wall is  Promotion 
Rue Pré Fleuri 6  
CH-1951 Sion 
www.visitvalais.ch 

Nancy Pel l iss ier 
Corporate Communications 
Phone direct: +41 27 327 35 78 
Mobile : +41 79 304 06 11 
E-mail : nancy.pellisier@valais.ch  

Portes du Solei l  
Champéry Tourisme SA 
Rue du Village 54 
CH – 1874 Champéry 
www.portesdusoleil.com  

Thierry Monay 
Marketing 
Tél. direct: +41 24 479 05 56 
Mobile : +41 79 337 97 19 
E-mail: tmonay@champery.ch  

Aletsch Arena 
Postfach 16 
CH – 3992 Bettmeralp 
www.aletscharena.ch  

Monika König-Gottsponer 
Leiterin Kommunikation 
Tél. direct: +41 27 928 58 63 
Mobile : +41 79 488 02 64 
E-mail: monika.koenig@aletscharena.ch  

Jodlerfest Brig 
Postfach 220 
CH – 3900 Brig 
www.jodlerfest-brig.ch  

Herold Bieler 
Press Jodlerfest 
Tél. direct: +41 27 948 30 90 
E-mail: h.bieler@walliserbote.ch  

Brig-Simplon Tourismus AG 
Bahnhofstrasse 2 
CH – 3900 Brig 
www.brig-simplon.ch  

Jürg Kratt iger 
Directeur 
Tél. direct: +41 27 921 60 30 
Mobile : +41 79 655 46 60 
E-mail: j.krattiger@brig-simplon.ch 

 


