


If you like winter, 
you’ll love Valais ! 

Winter in the canton of Valais is like no other – a paradise 

between heaven and earth. The majestic four-thousand-me-

tre peaks not only create an impressive panorama, they 

also provide a unique setting in which to experience winter 

sports. Valais – which is nestled in the midst of 45 four-thou-

sanders – is home to the highest ski areas in Switzerland, 

thus offering guaranteed snow cover. Skiers and snow-

boarders have more than 2,000 km of pistes to choose 

from. And sheer, unadulterated winter fun is also waiting 

to be had off-piste. Snowshoe trekking through high-alpine 

landscapes and daring descents in the powder snow create 

a real sense of freedom. An idyllic hike through snow-clad 

woods, like sledging fun with all the family, is a great way to 

recharge your batteries.

Highlights in brief

Valais wins visitors over with the warm welcome offered at 

its internationally famous destinations, as well as its authen-

tically charming mountain village resorts. Mouth-watering 

local specialities await in mountain restaurants and top 

hotels. And it’s all the better if these can be enjoyed on a 

sunny terrace with breathtaking views of the scenic Valais 

mountains.

Read the following pages to discover the highlights of Valais 

and its main news as the winter paradise gears up for the 

2016/17 winter season.

72
Gault&Millau restaurants

45
peaks over four thousand metres

2000
kilometres of pistes

3883
metres above sea level, 

the highest ski slope in Switzerland

8
resorts with the “ Family Destination ” label

6
thermal spa destinations

36
ski areas 11

Michelin-starred restaurants

> 100
million francs invested in the infrastructure 

of Valais’s cable cars and ski lifts 
for winter 2016/17



Image database : 
Valais in pictures

Intersectoral image database
Visit our new database of images, where the finest photos 

depicting tourism, agriculture, business, and culture await, 

free of charge. The photos are accessible to everyone, but 

may only be used to publicise activities that further the 

image of Valais.

To the intersectoral image database

Swiss-image photo database
Please note that for picture copyright reasons, we can 

only offer access to the swiss-image database to the me-

dia and authorised partners.

To the swiss-image image database

We are happy to provide additional pictures on request.

Contact
Media Service Valais/Wallis Promotion

presse@valais.ch / 027 327 35 23

How to get to Valais

Whether you arrive by public transport, car or plane, 

Valais offers outstanding transport connections in all di-

rections.

By car
The A9 motorway is the main traffic artery. Valais 

can be reached from the north via Bern, the capital 

of Switzerland, through the Lötschberg Tunnel (car 

transporter), from the south via the Simplon Pass 

(over the pass or by car transporter) and from the 

west via Lausanne.

By public transport
There is a guaranteed direct rail service to Valais 

every 30 minutes from the major centres of Basel, 

Bern, Zurich and Geneva. Within Valais itself, the 

Matterhorn Gotthard Bahn, RegionAlps and PostBus 

Valais companies guarantee ideal connections to the 

individual holiday resorts.

By air
International flight connections are available via 

Geneva, Zurich, Basel and Bern airports, all of which 

are ideally linked to the public transport network.

You can find information on the current traffic situation in 

Valais here.
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The Valais region is a unique adventure playground and an oasis of relaxation 
for families. The fresh Alpine air when enjoying fun and games in the great out-
doors boosts active recreation. Myths and legends that live on and interactive 
experiences bring visitors closer to the natural world of Valais and its special 
features. As THE destination for families in Switzerland, Valais has a wide range 
of offers geared to the needs of families and a family-friendly infrastructure in 
eight resorts awarded the “ Family Destination ” label, such as Blatten-Belalp 
and the Aletsch-Arena. Children ski for free at many destinations in Valais.

Winter activities 
for all the family

Belalp Witches’ 
Descent

Behind the scenes 
in the Aletsch Arena

Dog sledding

Tips for family
experiences

It’s a tradition that began 35 years ago : the Belalp Hexe “ Witches’ Descent ” ski race (14 

January 2017). Many consider it to be the wackiest open-participation event of its kind 

in Switzerland. Those taking part ditch their modern, insulated ski wear to dress up in 

shrill costumes as witches. The Belalp race is based on an old Valais legend and marks 

the culmination of a week of events revolving around the subject of witches in the family 

resort of Blatten-Belalp (7-14 January 2017). 

The Aletsch Arena offers visitors the chance to take a look behind the scenes of the 

day-to-day ski lift operations. Head out with the piste patrol and their snow groomers 

to prepare the ski slopes, while learning about safety and the threat of avalanches.

Just like in the far north, families can enjoy the snow-covered forests and wide-open 

spaces on a dog sled ride. Being pulled along by a team of Huskies is a great way to get 

close to nature, making this an experience that will appeal both to children and their 

parents.
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http://www.belalphexe.ch/belalp-hexe
http://www.aletscharena.ch/life/one-day-deals/behind-the-scenes/
https://www.valais.ch/en/activities/ski-winter-activities/dog-sledding


Ice skating

Children’s snow 
playgrounds

World Nature 
Forum Naters

Saas-Fee Ice 
Pavilion

An afternoon at the ice rink makes a welcome change to skiing and snowboarding – and 

is a perfect bad-weather option. While some enjoy gliding round the rink at a leisurely 

pace, others may prefer a game of tag or ice hockey. Skiing outdoors on frozen lakes like 

the one at Champex-Lac is a special treat.

Valais’s snow playgrounds for children are ideal places for youngsters of all ages, allowing 

them to romp around in the snow and gain their first taste of winter sports. Ski schools 

offer snow tubing, snow carousels and other supervised activities that make learning to 

ski on the nursery slopes a fun experience for kids.

The World Nature Forum in Naters is the new “ base camp ” of the UNESCO Swiss 

Alps Jungfrau-Aletsch World Heritage Site. The interactive exhibition lets visitors ex-

perience the world heritage property around the Great Aletsch Glacier with all their 

senses and immerse themselves in the exciting and highly varied world of the Alps.

The Ice Pavilion above Saas-Fee reveals the secrets of the Fee Glacier. Situated at an 

altitude of 3,500m, this is the largest accessible ice grotto in the world. An interactive 

exhibition brings the world of the eternal ice to life. 

Suggested outings

Sledging Sledging is the perfect winter activity for young and old alike. Simply hire your sledges 

at the valley stations. After taking a ski lift comfortably to the top of the run, the enjoy-

ment can begin as you fly down secure trails that wind their way for kilometres through 

virgin winter landscapes.
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https://www.valais.ch/en/activities/ski-winter-activities/tobogganing
www.valais.ch/en/activities/ski-winter-activities/ice-skating
https://www.valais.ch/en/activities/ski-winter-activities/childrens-snow-playgrounds
https://www.jungfraualetsch.ch/en/worldnatureforum-en/
http://www.saas-fee.ch/en/eispavillon/


Reka Holiday Village 
Blatten-Belalp
Blatten bei Naters

wellnessHostel4000
Saas-Fee

Chalet-Hotel 
Bettmerhof
Bettmeralp

Matterhorn Valley 
Hotel Desirée
Grächen

The Reka Holiday Village comprises 50 holiday homes especially designed for families 

(four- to ten-bed apartments), an indoor swimming pool, fitness room, nursery and 

various entertainments as part of the Rekalino family programme.

The new wellnessHostel4000 with 168 beds is situated right at the entrance to Saas-

Fee. The youth hostel has direct access to the spa and gym facilities in the Aqua Allalin 

leisure centre. Families will especially appreciate the four-bed and six-bed rooms, and 

the communal areas are a great place to make new acquaintances.

The Chalet-Hotel Bettmerhof is an elegant establishment with Alpine charm in the 

car-free village of Bettmeralp. The family rooms are spacious enough for everyone 

and offer breathtaking views of Valais’s four-thousanders. The hotel restaurant also 

welcomes families.

The Hotel Desirée is a member of the “ Swiss Family Hotels ” label, has a 90m2 play 

room for children and offers childcare (depending on the season). Its “ Le Chalet ” res-

taurant serves Valais specialities and the hotel has its own beauty salon, sauna, steam 

bath and solarium. 

Top accommodation 
for families
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http://www.reka.ch/en/rekaholidays/rekaholidayvillages/seiten/blatten-belalp.aspx
http://www.youthhostel.ch/en/hostels/saas-fee
https://www.bettmerhof.ch/en/
http://www.hoteldesiree.ch/en.html


World Nature 
Forum Naters

Blatten-Belalp : 
Witches’ Descent 
and Reka Holiday 
Village in Blatten

You will be given a guided tour of the visitor centre at the World Nature Forum, which 

opened in autumn 2016 as part of the UNESCO Swiss Alps Jungfrau-Aletsch World 

Heritage Site, where you will discover what makes the region around the Great Aletsch 

Glacier so special. Meet Mario Gertschen, Head of Communication World Nature 

Forum, who helped develop the concept for the visitor centre, and learn about the 

challenges and happy coincidences involved.

Watch the witches line up on their skis at the start of this downhill race. In 2017, what 

many consider to be the wackiest open-participation event of its kind in Switzerland 

is being held for the 35th time. Race founder Waldemir Gasser will reveal what moved 

him to launch the event all those years ago and explain why the “ Witches’ Descent ” 

remains so popular today. A second highlight of the trip will be your meeting with the 

couple that runs the Reka Holiday Village in Blatten, Maria and Roger Zenklusen.

You can find details of the exact itinerary of this media trip at : 

www.valais.ch/en/information/media/press-trips

8

Aletsch Arena : 
Where families feel 
at home

Dates : Thursday, 12 – Saturday, 14 January 2017

Media trip to the Aletsch Arena and Blatten-Belalp with a stop-off in Naters. Highlights of the media trip :

You will not only learn what the Aletsch Arena has to offer families, but also accom-

pany Geri Berchtold, Head of Guest Services in the Aletsch Arena, directly onto the 

family-friendly slopes, where he will explain why the Aletsch Arena makes families feel 

particularly welcome.

“ Family Experiences ” 
group media trip

https://www.aletscharena.ch/en/
https://www.jungfraualetsch.ch/en/worldnatureforum-en/
https://www.reka.ch/fr/vacancesreka/trouverunlogtdevacances/Seiten/FewoAnlage.aspx?anlageId=104800#Typesdelogis
https://www.valais.ch/en/information/media/press-trips




The breathtaking mountain scenery, snow-covered woods and white expanses 
are all part of Valais’s enchanting winter wonderland. Trekking along snowshoe 
trails through untouched landscapes, walking on the numerous prepared win-
ter hiking paths, relaxing at the thermal baths or eating Raclette on a mountain 
terrace with stunning views are all great ways to enjoy the beauty and tranquil-
lity of winter in Valais. Tasty produce from the region and original concepts 
dreamed up by Valais’s top chefs promise culinary delights.

Delight in unspoilt 
winter landscapes

Strap on your 
snowshoes / 
Additional snow-
shoe trails

Introduction 
to ski touring 

Tips for experiences

For centuries, the Great St. Bernard Hospice has been providing shelter to those in need 

of safety and peace before continuing on their way. The hospitality of the Augustinian 

monks remains legendary to this day. The doors of the hospice are open to all. However, 

in winter the building is cut off from the roads and can only be reached on snowshoe or 

touring skis with the help of a mountain guide.

If you’ve been thinking about going on a ski tour for some time, but don’t have either 

the necessary equipment or sufficient knowledge of the mountain terrain and the chal-

lenges it presents, then an introductory course conducted by a mountain guide is just 

what you need. Various destinations, including Val d’Hérens and Pays du St-Bernard, 

offer courses of this kind.
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https://www.valais.ch/en/activities/ski-winter-activities/snowshoeing
http://www.evolene-region.ch/tourism/skimountaineering.html


Ski touring by Night If you’ve been thinking about going on a ski tour for some time, but don’t have either 

the necessary equipment or sufficient knowledge of the mountain terrain and the chal-

lenges it presents, then an introductory course conducted by a mountain guide is just 

what you need. Various destinations, including Val d’Hérens and Pays du St-Bernard, 

offer courses of this kind.

Mondays : Crans-Montana

Tuesdays : Champex, Vercorin, Veysonnaz

Wednesday evenings : Anzère, La Tzoumaz, Nendaz, Verbier

Thursdays : Champex, Nax

Fridays : Marécottes, Morgins

Discover the natural 
ice grotto at Zinal 

Zermatt
kitchen around

Cabane des 
Violettes
Crans-Montana

Raclette du Valais 
AOP – the original

In winter, a network of subterranean caves and galleries opens up inside the Zinal 

glacier. As the glacier is constantly moving, this labyrinth is also constantly shifting. 

Mountain guide Stéphane Albasini discovered the hollows inside the glacier in 1996 by 

chance and now organises guided tours of the caves.

Zermatt has the highest density of gourmet restaurants in Switzerland. The “ Kitchen 

Around ” concept lets food lovers enjoy the resort’s culinary delights from a different 

perspective by taking them behind the scenes in the kitchens of select Zermatt restau-

rants. Watch the chef at work as dishes steam and sizzle all around.

Few SAC mountain huts in Valais are as easy to reach by cable car as the Cabane 

des Violettes. This fact allows mountain guide Pierre-Olivier Bagnoud and chef Franck 

Reynaud to pamper guests with culinary treats at over 2,200 metres above sea level in 

the middle of the Crans-Montana ski area. Franck Reynaud also runs Le Pas de L’Ours, 

a gourmet temple with 17 Gault&Millau points, in the resort below.

Raclette is almost certainly one of the region’s best-known specialities. According to 

legend, Léon is the name of the Valais vintner who invented the dish when he melted a 

piece of cheese over an open log fire on a cold day. Today, Eddy Baillifard is one of the 

top cheese-makers in the canton. In his cheese dairy in the idyllic mountain village of 

Bruson in the Val de Bagnes area, he will demonstrate what makes Raclette du Valais 

AOP so extraordinarily special.

Tips for engaging 

all the senses
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http://www.valdanniviers.ch/tourism/trip-inside-zinal-glacier.html
www.zermatt.ch/en/Media/Tickets/Kitchen-around-the-backstage-dining-tour
http://cabanedesviolettes.ch/index.php?lang=fr&idPage=accueil
https://www.valais.ch/en/know-how/regional-products-dishes/raclette-du-valais-aop


Thermal baths 
in Valais

Anako’Lodge
La Forclaz - Evolène

Montagne 
Alternative
Orsières

Whitepod
Les Giettes

Dive in, breathe deeply and relax. Valais’s six thermal resorts – Breiten, Brigerbad, 

Leukerbad, Saillon, Ovronnaz and Val d’Illiez – offer visitors rest, relaxation and recovery. 

And the thermal baths recently began turning themselves into all-round adventure parks. 

The Anako’Lodge is an innovative accommodation concept that saved six original ag-

ricultural huts and barns from demolition and transformed them into small holiday 

homes. While they still look much the same on the outside, inside the huts and barns 

have been given a modern makeover, offering guests a quiet place to stay surrounded 

by nature.

Montagne Alternative has brought new life to the small, traditional village of Commeire, 

on whose outskirts the renovated farm buildings stand. A place where guests will find 

it easy to reconnect with their inner selves. A place where visitors can immerse them-

selves in the tranquillity of nature.

A night at the Whitepod hotel is an experience where nature itself is the true luxury. 

The comfortable and stylishly furnished geodesic pods (spherical structures consisting 

of a network of triangles) are heated by a pellet stove. Hospitality and environmental 

conservation go hand in hand. The use of energy and water is deliberately controlled, 

waste is recycled and local suppliers are used whenever possible. 

Top accommodation 
for nature lovers
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https://www.valais.ch/en/know-how/regional-products-dishes/raclette-du-valais-aop
http://www.anakolodge.ch/
http://www.montagne-alternative.com/en/
http://www.whitepod.com/?lang=en


Dates : Monday, 23 – Wednesday, 25 January 2017

Destinations : Pays du St-Bernard and Val d’Hérens. Highlights of the media trip :

“ Winter Magic ” 
group media trip

Pays du St-Bernard :
Introduction to ski 
touring

Val d’Hérens :
Innovative 
Anako’Lodge and
snowshoe trail

You’ll be kitted out with the proper equipment before being given an introduction to ski 

touring. You will join mountain guide Eric Berclaz in exploring virgin mountain terrain as 

you tackle challenging ascents while enjoying the breathtaking panorama.

In the evening, it’s time to relax in one of the original huts and barns, which have been 

saved from demolition by the Anako’Lodge and turned into small holiday homes. Speak 

to Olivier Cheseaux, the architect who launched the Anako’Lodge project, and learn 

more about this innovative accommodation concept. The next day, you’ll go on a guided 

snowshoe tour and visit the village of Evolène after lunch. 

You can find details of the exact itinerary of this media trip at :

www.valais.ch/en/information/media/press-trips
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http://www.lepaysdenhaut.com/activit%C3%A9s/ski-glisse/ski-de-randonn%C3%A9e-hospice-du-col-du-grand-saint-bernard/
http://www.evolene-region.ch/tourism/inauguration-anakolodge.html
https://www.valais.ch/en/information/media/press-trips




The 45 four-thousand-metre peaks not only create an impressive panorama, 
they also provide a unique setting in which to experience winter sports. Valais 
is home to the highest-altitude ski resorts in Switzerland, with over 2,000 kilo-
metres of pistes that extend to more than 3,000m above sea level and come 
with a unique guarantee of snow cover. A true sense of freedom is waiting to be 
discovered off-piste for those who feel at home in the mountains and see the 
challenges of nature as motivation for extreme sporting activities.

On the slopes 
and in the powder

Tips for experiences 
that convey a true 
sense of freedom

Fun on the slopes Valais is home to 36 ski areas. These include major international resorts such as Portes 

du Soleil, Verbier and Zermatt, which won the “ Best Ski Resort ” award back in 2014. 

Alongside its world-famous ski areas and legendary downhill runs, Valais also has a 

large number of smaller, lesser-known resorts. Discover some of these hidden gems, 

which are particularly popular with the locals :

1-5 pistes : Champex-Lac, Goms, Jeizinen, Rosswald, Staldenried-Gspon

6-15 pistes : Arolla, Bellwald, Bruson, La Fouly, Lauchernalp/Lötschental, Les 

Marécottes, Ovronnaz, Rothwald-Wasenalp (Simplon), Vercorin, Vichères/Liddes, 

Visperterminen

Dream descents :
• Blatten-Belalp : Hohstock – Blatten (12km)

• Leukerbad : Torrent (9.7km)

• Lötschental : Hockenhorngrat-Wiler (14km)

• Verbier : Les Attelas-Verbier (10km)

• Zermatt : Matterhorn Glacier Paradise-Zermatt village (17km)

Legendary descents :
• Champéry (Portes du Soleil) : Le Pas de Chavanette – the Swiss Wall (1km)

• Crans-Montana : Mont-Lachaux (2.5km; World Cup run)

• Veysonnaz : Piste de l’Ours (3.4km; World Cup run)
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https://www.valais.ch/en/activities/ski-winter-activities/ski-snowboard
https://www.valais.ch/en/activities/ski-winter-activities/ski-snowboard
https://www.valais.ch/en/activities/ski-winter-activities/dream-descents


Freeriding Valais and especially the destinations of Verbier and Zermatt are well known as a mec-

ca for off-piste skiers and snowboarders. The Swatch Freeride World Tour stops off 

here and the legendary sheer drop of the Bec des Rosses is the venue for the final 

event at the Swatch Xtreme Verbier. Freeriders looking for real insider tips should try 

Val d’Anniviers and Rothwald-Wasenalp (Simplon) resorts.

Freeride experience on freetracks
Freetracks are pistes that are secured and marked but left ungroomed. They are 

designed for off-piste skiers who want the sense of freedom that deep-snow skiing 

gives without taking any unnecessary risks.

Verbier-Nendaz (4 Vallées) : Mont-Gelé, Gentianes-Tortin, Chassoure-Tortin, Col 

des Mines, Greppon Blanc, Arbi, Eteygeon

Zinal (Val d’Anniviers) : “ Garde de Bordon ” freeride sector

Zermatt : Rothorn Marmotte, Rothorn Chamois, Rothorn Arbzug, Paradise, 

Stockhorn, Triftji, Grieschumme, Platte, Mittelritz, Tiefbar, Momatt, Tumigu

Valais is Switzerland’s freeriding paradise, with terrain extending to above 4,000 metres 

in altitude that can be explored with local mountain guides who know the area well.

Safety Parks
Serious freeriders should familiarise themselves with the use of (DVA/LVS) ava-

lanche transceivers for the purpose of locating victims. This can be done indivi-

dually or with the assistance of a guide at Valais’s Safety Parks :

Verbier : La Chaux DVA/LVS Park

Zinal : Mammut Avalanche Training Centre

Champéry : Avalanche Training Centre

Heli-skiing with mountain guide
It’s the thrill of a lifetime for experienced freeriders : heli-skiing. Switzerland is one of 

the few countries in Europe to offer tours in the company of a mountain guide. The 

Federal Office of Civil Aviation (FOCA) has approved the 20 following mountain 

landing sites in Valais :

Right bank of the Rhône  Left bank of the Rhône
• Ebnefluh  (3853 m)  • Aechhorn     (3541 m)

• Gsellihorn (2749 m)  • Alphubel      (3839 m)

• Jungfraujoch (3458 m)  • Arolla  6      (2000 m)

• Langgletscher (2356 m)  • Bec de Nendaz  (2163 m)

• Petersgrat  (3131 m)  • Croix de Cœur  (2186 m)

• Wildhorn  (3243 m)  • Glacier du Brenay  (3652 m)

   • Glacier de Tsanfleuron  (3450 m)

   •  Glacier du Trient  (3251 m)

   • Grimentz     (1575 m)

   • Monte Rosa    (4094 m)

   • Petit Combin  (3648 m)

   • Rosa Blanche  (3299 m)

   • Glacier du Théodule  (3450 m)

   • Unterrothorn  (3087 m)
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http://freerideworldtour.com/splash


WhiteFrontier 
brewery
Verbier

W Verbier
Verbier

La Vallée
Lourtier

Film “ La Liste ” 

Inspired by the world of freeriding, Xavier de la Rue, Snowboarding World Champion 

2003 and 2007, and Nicolas Roberti, businessman and brewer, founded WhiteFrontier, 

a local bar, brewery and meeting place in the heart of the freeriding mecca that is 

Verbier. 

The W Verbier is the W Hotel chain’s only Alpine property. This stylish, slopeside com-

plex is at the heart of the action. Enjoy adrenaline-fuelled days in the powder snow and 

glamorous nights in the resort.

The hotel has its very own helipad, which means your heli-skiing adventure can begin 

as soon as you step outside. Flights and a local mountain guide are arranged as part of 

the package.

20/21 January 2017 — Ice Climbing World Cup, Saas-Fee

25/26 February 2017 — FIS Ski World Cup Ladies, Crans-Montana

10–15 March 2017 — Nendaz Freeride  

1 April 2017 — Swatch Xtreme Verbier

Jérémie Heitz, 27, is one of the world’s best freeriders. His very first film, “ La Liste ”, 

shows some of the steepest descents of legendary mountain faces in the history of 

extreme skiing. 

Freeriding - 
Insider tips

Top events

Top accommodation 
for snow sports fans
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http://www.whitefrontier.ch/app-actions/home-temp
http://www.iceandsound.com/
http://www.skicm-cransmontana.ch/en
http://www.nendazfreeride.ch/en/
http://freerideworldtour.com/
http://www.jeremieheitz.com/
http://www.wverbier.com/
http://www.vallee.ch/en/


Le WHITE
Champéry

Val d’Anniviers :
“ Garde de Bordon ” 
freeride sector

Verbier :
Swatch Xtreme 
Verbier 
Risk management 
and avalanche 
beacons

Iglusaq B&B
Veysonnaz

The Le White hotel is ready for its first full winter season. The 4-star establishment is 

very close to the Champéry-Les Crosets ski area and has 24 rooms and 2 suites deco-

rated in the modern style.

Properly equipped and accompanied by a mountain guide, you’ll discover the “ Garde 

de Bordon ” freeride sector in Zinal, which has around 100 hectares of freetracks (se-

cured but ungroomed pistes). Afterwards, you can relax and enjoy a tasting of Grimentz 

“ glacier wine ”.

You’ll also explore Verbier’s freeride sector in the company of a mountain guide, and 

learn how to use avalanche equipment by taking part in a workshop on risk manage-

ment in the mountains. You will be given the opportunity to interview freeriders, jury 

members and security staff from the Swatch Xtreme Verbier and take part in the me-

dia dinner run by the organisers. You will follow the final of the competition from the 

public viewing zone at Col des Gentianes, and watch the riders as they tackle the Bec 

des Rosses. 

You can find details on the exact itinerary of this media trip at 

http ://www.valais.ch/en/information/media/press-trips

Programme A
Dates : Wednesday, 29 March – Sunday, 2 April 2017

Destinations : Val d’Anniviers and Verbier Highlights of the media trip :

The new Iglusaq Bed&Breakfast in Veysonnaz has three apartments and is built to 

Minergie energy efficiency standards. The B&B is not only situated in the 4 Vallées ski 

area, it also has direct access to the slopes. Ski-in, ski-out guaranteed.

“ Sense of Freedom ” 
group media trip
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http://www.lewhite.ch/eng
http://www.iglusaq.ch/?lang=en
http://www.valdanniviers.ch/tourism/anniviers.html
http://freerideworldtour.com/calendar/swatch-xtreme-verbier-2016
https://www.valais.ch/en/information/media/press-trips


Portes du Soleil
Largest internatio-
nal ski area

Verbier :
Swatch 
Xtreme Verbier 
Risk 
management and 
avalanche beacons

Get to know the world’s largest interconnected ski area, including the Thermes Parc – 

Les Bains du Val d’Illiez spa complex. If you’re a good skier, you might be brave enough 

to tackle the “ Swiss Wall ”, one of the most difficult runs anywhere. A series of interest-

ing personalities will be available for interviews.

You’ll also explore Verbier’s freeride sector in the company of a mountain guide, and 

learn how to use avalanche equipment by taking part in a workshop on risk manage-

ment in the mountains. You will be given the opportunity to interview freeriders, jury 

members and security staff from the Swatch Xtreme Verbier and take part in the media 

dinner run by the organisers. You will follow the final of the competition from the pub-

lic zone at Col des Gentianes, and watch the riders as they tackle the Bec des Rosses. 

You can find details on the exact itinerary of this media trip at 

valais.ch/en/information/media/press-trips

Programme B :
Dates : Wednesday, 29 March – Sunday, 2 April 2017

Destinations : Portes du Soleil and Verbier Highlights of the media trip :
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http://en.portesdusoleil.com/winter.html?_ga=1.79519444.1734362712.1476093604
http://freerideworldtour.com/calendar/swatch-xtreme-verbier-2016
https://www.valais.ch/en/information/media/press-trips




Bellwald : New Onya 
Resort & Spa 
boutique hotel

Champéry : Le 
White 4-star hotel

Crans-Montana : 
Hotel becomes 
youth hostel

Leukerbad : 
Heliopark beco-
mes The Plaza 
Leukerbad

The new Onya Resort & Spa boutique hotel in Bellwald will be open for business by 

Christmas 2016. The 4-star hotel has 18 rooms and a 350m2 wellness zone. The facilities 

also include a fitness centre, an indoor swimming pool and two seminar rooms that can 

each seat up to 12 people. What’s more, the adjoining Zur alten Gasse hotel and its 

restaurant, which has been awarded 15 Gault&Millau points, can be accessed directly 

via the reception area. Together, the two hotels have 68 beds.

Roger Geissberger, owner 

rgeissberger@knecht-reisen.ch

+41 (0)79 334 44 04

The Le White hotel in Champéry is ready for its first full winter season. The 4-star esta-

blishment is very close to the Champéry-Les Crosets ski area and offers 24 rooms and 

2 suites – all stunningly decorated in the modern style.

Étienne Jacques, Hotel Manager

contact@lewhite.ch

+41 (0)24 479 04 04

In June 2017, the Bella Lui in Crans-Montana, currently a historic three-star hotel, will 

open its doors as a youth hostel. It will have a total of 145 beds – including 1 historic 

single room, 16 double rooms, 2 family rooms, 10 four-bed rooms and 4 six-bed rooms.

Swiss Youth Hostels

t.arnold@youthhostel.ch

+41 (0)44 360 14 65

The former Heliopark has been transformed into The Plaza Leukerbad, a complex of 

three different hotel buildings in the centre of the village. In addition to the modern 

spa zone, medical centre and shopping facilities, the complex is linked to the Walliser 

Alpentherme & Spa Leukerbad. Most of the infrastructure is being completely reno-

vated during 2016.

reservation@heliopark.ch

+41 (0)27 472 10 00

Accommodation
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http://www.zur-alten-gasse.ch/index.php/en/
http://www.lewhite.ch/eng
http://www.youthhostel.ch/en/home
https://www.heliopark-hirsch.de/en/home/


Morgins : 
Chez Jan – 
a luxury B&B

Saillon : New 4-star 
hotel Les Bains 
de Saillon

Varen : New B&B 
surrounded 
by vineyards

Veysonnaz : 
New Iglusaq B&B

Zermatt : Reopening 
of Riffelalp Resort 
2222m

The new, luxury B&B Chez Jan in Morgins is right on the doorstep of the Portes du 

Soleil ski area. It has a total of 11 rooms and 2 suites with all mod cons. And by the end 

of 2016, Chez Jan will also have its own wellness facilities.

Heleen and Jan de Graaf

info@chezjan.com

+41 (0)24 477 11 43

Les Bains de Saillon, a new 4-star hotel directly next to the thermal baths, opened its 

doors to the public in autumn 2016. The 140m-long hotel complex run by the BOAS 

Group has 78 rooms and six themed restaurants, thus rounding out the steadily grow-

ing thermal spa and wellness offering at the Bains de Saillon.

Hotel Bains de Saillon

Info@bainsdesaillon.ch

+41 (0)27 602 11 11 

A 200-year-old building in Varen has been transformed into a new B&B for summer 

2016. The historic building in the centre of the village now has eight rooms with a total 

of 18 beds available. Guests can enjoy an exclusive selection of local wines in the B&B’s 

very own wine cellar.

B&B Zum Schleif

bnb@weininsel.ch

+41 (0)27 473 12 12

The new Iglusaq Bed&Breakfast in Veysonnaz has three apartments sleeping 2 to 4, 

each of which comes with its own kitchen. Built to Minergie energy efficiency stand-

ards, the B&B is not only situated in the 4 Vallées ski area, it also has direct access to 

the slopes. Ski-in, ski-out guaranteed.

Benedikta and Jeremy

info@iglusaq.ch

+41 (0)79 922 35 91

The Riffelalp Resort 2222m is the highest-altitude five-star hotel in the Alps. All 65 rooms, 

5 suites and 2 apartments are being renovated over the summer and will be even more 

stunning than before when the hotel reopens for the 2016/2017 winter season.

Riffelalp Resort 2222m

reservation@riffelap.com

+41 (0)27 966 05 55
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https://chezjan.com/en/
https://www.bainsdesaillon.ch/
http://weininsel.ch/home/
http://www.iglusaq.ch/?lang=en
http://www.riffelalp.com/en/the-resort/


Michelin Guide 
Switzerland 2017 

Gault&Millau 
Switzerland 2017

The Michelin Guide Switzerland 2017 has awarded Ivo Adam from the After Seven 

restaurant in Zermatt two stars. Didier de Courten continues to shine with two stars at 

the Terminus in Sierre. Nine other restaurants in Valais received a Michelin star.

In 2017, Valais can boast 72 top Gault&Millau restaurants with a total of 996 points 

between them (12 or more points). That’s six restaurants and 60 Gault&Millau points 

more than the year before.

The rising stars are : Le Mont Blanc, Crans-Montana (17 points), After Seven, Zermatt 

(17 points), Balmhorn, Leukerbad (14 points), Héliantis, Massongex (14 points), The 

Capra - La Locanda by Oliver Glowing, Saas-Fee (14 points), Café du Marché, Sion (14 

points), Chez Heini, Zermatt (14 points), Chez Vrony, Zermatt (14 points), China Garden, 

Zermatt (14 points), Baschi, Geschinen (13 points).

The newcomers are : Hotel Hubertus, Obergesteln (15 points), Nuovo Bourg, Saillon 

(15 points), Albrun, Binn (14 points), La Malvoisie, Leukerbad (14 points), Restaurant 

Moosalp, Törbel (14 points), Le Soleil de Dugny, Dugny/Leytron (13 points), Mühle, 

Geschinen (13 points), Le Communal, Val d’Illiez (12 points), Grotto de la Fontaine, Sion 

(12 points).

The Bettmerhorn mountain restaurant has been refurbished for the winter 2016/17 

season in order to optimise the flow of guests. This will ensure that long queues over 

the lunch period no longer eat into your time on the slopes – even during the high 

season.

Aletsch Arena

info@aletscharena.ch

+41 (0)27 928 41 91

Gastronomy

Aletsch Arena : 
Renovation of 
Bergrestaurant 
Bettmerhorn
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http://www.zermatt.ch/en/Media/News/Zermatt-Two-stars-in-the-Swiss-Guide-Michelin-2015
https://www.valais.ch/en/know-how/regional-products-dishes/gastronomy
http://www.aletscharena.ch/en/


Naters : World 
Nature Forum

Saas-Fee : Ice 
Pavilion – Swiss 
Glacier World

A unique visitor and congress centre opened on 24 September 2016 in the heart of the 

Alps : the World Nature Forum (WNF) in Naters will serve as the “ base camp ” of the 

UNESCO Swiss Alps Jungfrau-Aletsch World Heritage Site. The interactive exhibition 

lets you experience the world heritage property with all your senses and immerse 

yourself in the exciting and highly varied world of the Alps. Alongside the visitor centre, 

the World Nature Forum also hosts a study centre with UNESCO chair, where resear-

chers work on projects that explore various aspects of the high Alpine area, and study 

how natural and cultural heritage could contribute to the sustainable development of 

mountain areas.

World Nature Forum

info@jungfraualetsch.ch

+41 (0)27 924 52 76

High above Saas-Fee, at an altitude of 3,500m, lies the entrance to the heart of the 

Fee Glacier. The Ice Pavilion was completely revamped in spring 2016 and now pre-

sents the history of the 2,000-year-old ice in a new light. Mystery, myths and legends : 

Saas-Fee’s Ice Pavilion offers an awe-inspiring glimpse into the fascinating world of 

eternal ice. Visitors to the ice grotto can now experience an avalanche simulation with 

lighting effects and a shock wave that reverberates through the entire body.

Saastal Bergbahnen AG

bergbahnen@saas-fee.ch

+41 (0)27 958 11 00

Visitor centres/
exhibitions
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https://www.jungfraualetsch.ch/en/
http://www.saas-fee.ch/en/


Crans-Montana : 
Major investments 
in infrastructure

Verbier : New 
six-seater chairlift

Veysonnaz : New 
gondola for Piste 
de l’Ours

Valais’s cable car and ski lift operators are investing more than CHF 100 million 

in expanding their infrastructure for the upcoming 2016/17 winter season.

The gondola from Montana to Cry d’Er and the Pas-du-Loup chairlift are to be re-

placed by two new facilities for the 2016/17 winter season. The first of these (gondolas 

with room for 10 people) will connect Montana and Arnouva. The second, a detachable 

six-seater chairlift, will carry skiers from Arnouva to Cry d’Er.

Bergbahnen Crans-Montana Aminona SA

info@mycma.ch

+41 (0)848 22 10 12

The La Chaux 2 chairlift in Verbier, which dates back to 1987, is being replaced by a 

new, detachable six-seater chairlift. The facility is situated in the heart of the ski area 

and is regularly used by schools in particular.

Verbier/Val de Bagnes – La Tzoumaz

info@v-sb.ch

+41 (0)27 775 38 88

The spectacular Piste de l’Ours ski slope is getting a new gondola lift for the 2016/17 

winter season. The four-person gondolas installed in 1981 are to be replaced by a new 

facility that can hold 10 people per gondola and transport up to 1,500 passengers per 

hour. The new gondola lift will also cut down journey times from 15 to just under 8 mi-

nutes and is scheduled to open at Christmas 2016.

Veysonnaz Tourist Office

info@veysonnaz.ch

+41 (0)27 207 10 53

Ski lifts
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https://www.mycma.ch/#!/
http://en.verbier.ch
http://www.veysonnaz.ch/index.php?langue=3
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Saas-Fee : 
New 10-person 
gondola lift

After almost 40 years in operation, the Spielbodenbahn in Saas-Fee is to be replaced 

by a new facility this winter. The new 10-person gondolas will be able to transport up to 

2,000 people per hour. And the travel time will be cut by half to around eight minutes.

Free Republic of Holidays Saas-Fee

media@saas-fee.ch

+41 (0)27 958 18 77

Zermatt : 6-seater 
chairlift replaces 
gondola

From the 2016/17 winter season, the Gant-Blauherd gondola from 1970 will be replaced 

by a modern six-seater chairlift. The new facility will be able to carry 1,800 people 

per hour, taking Zermatt’s winter sports guests up to the Blauherd slopes in just four 

minutes.

Zermatt Bergbahnen

info@matterhornparadise.ch

+41 (0)27 966 01 01 

http://www.matterhornparadise.ch/en
http://www.saas-fee.ch/en/




Sport

Belalp Hexe 
7 to 14 January 2017 / www.belalphexe.ch

Ice Climbing World Cup, Saas-Fee
20/21 January 2017 / www.iceclimbingworldcup.ch

FIS Ski World Cup Ladies, Crans-Montana
25/26 February 2017 / www.skicm-cransmontana.ch

International Gommerlauf
25/26 February 2017 / www.gommerlauf.ch 

Nendaz Freeride 
10 to 15 March 2017 / www.nendazfreeride.ch

Swatch Xtreme Verbier
1 April 2017 / www.freerideworldtour.com

Festivals

Polaris Festival (Verbier)
9 to 11 December 2016 / www.polarisfestival.ch

Rock the Pistes Festival (Portes-du-Soleil)
19 to 25 March 2017 / www.rockthepistes.com

Zermatt Unplugged
4 to 8 April 2017 / www.zermatt-unplugged.ch

Caprices Festival (Crans-Montana)
6 to 9 April 2017 / www.caprices.ch

Verbier Impulse
 15 to 17 April and 22 to 23 April 2017

 www.verbierimpulse.com
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http://www.belalphexe.ch/belalp-hexe
http://www.polarisfestival.ch/
http://zermatt-unplugged.ch/home-en-us/
http://www.obergoms.ch/gommerlauf1/wintergommerlauf/internationalergommerlauf.php
http://www.caprices.ch/en/
http://www.verbierimpulse.com/home
http://www.iceandsound.com/
http://www.skicm-cransmontana.ch/en
http://en.rockthepistes.com/?_ga=1.109591237.1734362712.1476093604
http://www.nendazfreeride.ch/en/
http://freerideworldtour.com/
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