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Winter in the canton of Valais is like no other – a paradise between heaven and 
earth. The majestic four-thousand-metre peaks not only create an impressive 
panorama, they also provide a unique setting in which to experience winter 
sports. Valais – which is nestled in the midst of 45 four-thousanders – is home 
to the highest ski areas in Switzerland and offers guaranteed snow on over 
2,400km of pistes. Sheer, unadulterated winter fun is waiting to be had away 
from the pistes as well. An idyllic walk through snow-clad forests, snowshoe 
trekking through high-alpine landscapes or a restful soak in thermal waters will 
revive both body and soul.

Valais also wins over visitors with the warm-hearted welcome offered at its 
internationally famous resorts. These include Zermatt, Crans-Montana and 
Verbier, as well as the many authentically charming mountain village resorts. 
Mouth-watering local specialities await in mountain restaurants, après-ski 
venues and top hotels. And all the better if these can be enjoyed on a sunny 
terrace with breathtaking views of the scenic Valais mountains.

If you like winter, you’ll love Valais!
www.visitvalais.ch 

Individual Media Tours
Winter 2016/17.



Anyone growing up in Valais cannot fail to come into contact with nature. The Alps prove 
to be a huge playground whose borders extend to more than 4,000m in altitude. It’s easy 
for sportsmen and women to find their very own adrenaline kick in this mountain landscape: 
whether on skis, climbing, jumping or flying.
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Programme Snow Sports Enthusiasts. 

Free choice of dates with the exception of the Christmas, Easter and Fas-
nacht periods

Various

“13 Faces of Valais” film project, freeride in Verbier and Jérémie Heitz’s “La 
Liste” film project

Full board including soft drinks. One glass of wine or beer per meal included.

Travel dates

Destinations

Highlights

Catering package

In the film “13 Faces of Valais”, 13 extreme sportsmen and women from the region 
show “their Valais”: spectacular, sporty and courageous www.13facesduvalais.
ch. The impressive shots captured by photographer and producer David Carlier 
have found a worldwide audience. The film’s protagonists are potential interview 
partners. These include:

Florent Troillet, 34, world champion ski tourer: For the film “13 Faces of Valais”, he 
tackled the descent of the Trient Glacier between the Aiguilles Dorées and the 
Aiguille du Tour on the north face of the Mont Blanc massif.

Gilles Sierro, 35, a mountain guide who made history by climbing the 4,357-metre 
east face of the Dent Blanche in the Val d’Hérens and skiing back down over the 
same near-vertical slope. He has already tackled three of the mountain’s faces on 
skis.

Geraldine Fasnacht, 34, snowboarder and wingsuit pilot: She was the first person 
to jump from the Matterhorn in a wingsuit. Having amassed victory after victory as 
a professional freerider, the avid adventure sportswoman now travels the globe – 
on land and water, and in the air.

The world’s best freeriders gather each year at the Swatch Xtreme Verbier to 
tackle the 500m near-vertical drop of the Bec des Rosses. Over 20 years ago, 
Nicolas Hale-Woods made a snowboard film on the sheer drop of the Bec des 
Rosses, which soon began to attract freeriders from all over the world. Potential in-
terview partner: Nicolas Hale-Woods, founder of the Swatch Xtreme Verbier event.

Jérémie Heitz, 27, is one of the world’s best freeriders and has already made a 
brief appearance in a film by the Falquet brothers. He is currently working on his 
own film project entitled “La Liste” (autumn 2016), in which he shows some of the 
steepest descents of legendary mountain faces in the history of extreme sports. 
Trailer: www.jeremieheitz.com. Potential interview partner: Jérémie Heitz.

Suggestion 1:
Film “13 Faces of Valais”

Suggestion 2: Freeride in 
Verbier

Suggestion 3:
Film “La Liste” by Jéré-
mie Heitz



The 45 four-thousand-metre peaks not only create an impressive panorama, they also provide a 
unique setting in which to experience winter sports. Valais is home to the highest-altitude ski resorts 
in Switzerland, with over 2,400 kilometres of pistes and guaranteed snow cover. And a real sense of 
freedom awaits snow sports enthusiasts away from the slopes.
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Free choice of dates with the exception of the Christmas, Easter and Fas-
nacht periods

Various, Goms, Val d’Hérens, Veysonnaz

Ski safari through Valais, cross-country skiing in Goms, ski touring for begin-
ners and legendary downhill runs

Half board, including soft drinks. One glass of wine or beer per meal in-
cluded.

Travel dates

Destinations

Highlights

Catering package

Programme Snow Sports Enthusiasts.

Valais is home to a number of international ski areas such as Verbier, Portes 
du Soleil and Zermatt, not to mention some hidden gems in the Aletsch 
Arena, Val d’Anniviers and Lötschental. A ski safari through Valais with the 
SnowPass Valais is the smart choice for those who don’t want to miss out on 
any of it. The prepaid card is your passport to winter sports in 48 ski areas. 
Potential interview partners: Daniel Albrecht or Didier Défago, both former 
ski racers.

90 kilometres of cross-country ski trails link 12 picturesque villages along 
the banks of the young Rhone. Cross-country skiing has experienced rapid 
growth in the Goms area over the past 25 years, not least thanks to former 
elite athlete Koni Hallenbarter, who was one of the country’s most successful 
cross-country skiers in the 1980s. On ending his sporting career, he returned 
to the area in which he grew up. Potential interview partner: Koni Hallenbar-
ter, former top athlete.

The world-famous Patrouille des Glacier from Zermatt to Verbier leads over 
the mountainsides of Val d’Hérens. Introductory ski touring courses are held 
in the high alpine setting for this legendary race. Potential interview partner: 
Martin Anthamatten, top athlete and winner of the Patrouille des Glaciers 
in 2012.

Two kilometres in length, with an incline of 51% and a unique location: the 
Piste de l’Ours in Veysonnaz (Les 4 Vallées), a spectacular World Cup 
downhill venue, is reserved for experienced skiers. The new gondola lift 
will cut down journey times from 15 to just under 8 minutes from this winter. 
Potential interview partner: Roland Collombin, former Swiss ski racer and 
multiple World Cup champion.

Suggestion 1:
Ski safari through 
Valais

Suggestion 2:
Cross-country skiing in 
Goms

Suggestion 3:
Ski touring for begin-
ners in Val d’Hérens

Suggestion 4:
Legendary downhill 
run



The breathtaking mountain scenery, snow-covered woods and white expanses are all part of Valais’s 
enchanting winter wonderland, with snowshoe trails, 1,000 kilometres of prepared winter hiking 
paths, myths and legends that actively live on and interactive experiences that bring you closer to 
the natural world of Valais and its special features.
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Free choice of dates with the exception of the Christmas, Easter and Fas-
nacht periods

Naters, Blatten-Belalp, Saas-Fee, Binntal

World Nature Forum, the new home of the UNESCO Swiss Alps Jungfrau-Aletsch 
World Heritage Site, Witches’ Descent ski race at Belalp, the world’s largest ice 
pavilion above Saas-Fee, snowshoe outing in the Binntal Nature Park.

Half board, including soft drinks. One glass of wine or beer per meal included.

Travel dates

Destinations

Highlights

Catering package

Programme Snow Lovers.

From autumn 2016, the new World Nature Forum (WNF) in Naters will serve 
as the “base camp” of the UNESCO Swiss Alps Jungfrau-Aletsch World Heri-
tage Site. The interactive exhibition lets visitors experience the world heritage 
property with all their senses and immerse themselves in the exciting and highly 
varied world of the Alps. Potential interview partner: Mario Gertschen, World 
Nature Forum.

It’s a tradition that began over 30 years ago: the Belalp Hexe “Witches’ Des-
cent” ski race (14 January 2017). Many consider it to be the wackiest downhill 
ski race in Switzerland, and it’s open to everyone. Those taking part ditch their 
modern, insulated ski wear to dress up in shrill costumes as witches. The Belalp 
race is based on an old Valais legend and marks the culmination of a week of 
events revolving around the subject of witches in the family resort of Blatten 
Belalp (7-14 January 2017).

The Ice Pavilion above Saas-Fee, which was completely revamped in spring 
2016, reveals the secrets of the Fee glacier. Situated at an altitude of 3,500m, 
this is the largest accessible ice grotto in the world. An interactive exhibition 
brings the world of the eternal ice to life. Potential interview partner: Bruno 
Schaub, Free Republic of Holidays Saas-Fee.

Peace and tranquillity are a new form of luxury and both can be found amidst 
the unique natural setting of the Binntal Nature Park. Two snowshoe tours, the 
Ernen Alp Trail and the Natura Trail, are the perfect way to explore the natural 
environment and quaint local settlements. An interesting fact: Binn was official-
ly ranked as one of the prettiest Swiss villages in 2016. 

Suggestion 1:
World Nature Forum

Suggestion 2:
Belalp Witches – Myths 
and legends

Suggestion 3:
World’s largest ice 
grotto

Suggestion 4:
Snowshoe tour in Binn-
tal



Natural beauty meets tranquillity in Valais. Refreshing thermal baths and wellness facilities with 
views of the mountain peaks are ideal places to slow down and relax. The numerous Gault&Mil-
lau-listed restaurants and authentic chalets serving traditional cuisine and typical Valais wines 
guarantee a fine-dining experience.
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Free choice of dates with the exception of the Christmas, Easter and Fas-
nacht periods

Leukerbad, Ovronnaz, Crans-Montana, Zermatt

Relaxation in the thermal baths and wellness facilities, winter golf and haute 
cuisine in Crans-Montana and a glimpse into Zermatt’s top kitchens

Half board, including soft drinks. One glass of wine or beer per meal included.

Travel dates

Destinations

Highlights

Catering package

Programme Spa & Vitality Guests. 

Nowhere else in Europe does so much thermal water gush out of the moun-
tainsides as in Valais. In Leukerbad alone, some 3.9 million litres flow from 
its 65 hot springs each day, at temperatures of 51°C. Fantastic for relaxing 
and helpful in treating rheumatism. In Ovronnaz too, the thermal baths and 
1,000m2 spa area are surrounded by a stunning mountain landscape that 
is suitable for hiking also in winter. Potential interview partners: Franz-Josef 
Julier, head of the Leukerbad thermal spring guild or a mountain guide in 
Ovronnaz.

As the venue for the Omega European Masters, Crans-Montana is a well-
known golfers’ paradise. Even though the greens are covered in snow, this 
year will see golf played here in winter for the first time. A further highlight 
of cosmopolitan Crans-Montana are the fine dining opportunities – both in 
the village and up in the mountains.
Potential interview partners: Ian Woosnam, professional golfer and frequent 
visitor to Crans-Montana, and Franck Reynaud, 17 Gault&Millau-point 
chef of “Le Pas de l’Ours” and co-owner of the “Cabane des Violettes” at 
2,200m.

Zermatt has the highest density of gourmet restaurants in Switzerland. The 
new “Kitchen Around” concept lets food lovers enjoy the resort’s culinary 
delights from a different perspective by taking them behind the scenes in 
the kitchens of select Zermatt restaurants. Watch the chef at work as dishes 
steam and sizzle all around. Potential interview partner: Dan Daniel, Restau-
rant chez Vroni. 

Suggestion 1:
Relaxation in thermal 
baths and nature

Suggestion 2:
Winter golf and
gourmet food on the 
ski slopes

Suggestion 3:
Kitchen Around in 
Zermatt
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