
 

VALAIS/WALLIS PROMOTION 

Group media trip – Adventure in Valais 
 
 

Destinations: Brig Simplon, Gornergrat, Aletsch Arena 

Dates: Tuesday 7 to Saturday 11 September 2021 (4 nights, 5 days) 
 
Participants: max. 8 international journalists 
 
Highlights: Gold adventure in Gondo with gold panning, excursion to the Gornergrat with a visit 
to the new multimedia exhibition "Zooom the Matterhorn", guided glacier hike on the Great 
Aletsch Glacier, the largest in the Alps. 
 
Fitness level:  2 out of 3  
 

 
 

  
www.visitvalais.ch  
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Transport within Switzerland 
 
For your comfortable journey through Switzerland, Swiss Travel System (STS) is happy to 
provide you with a unique all-in-one 1st class Swiss Travel Pass. 

 
Five advantages of your #swisstravelpass: 

- Unlimited travel by train, bus and boat 
- Public transportation in more than 90 cities and towns 
- Including mountain excursions: Rigi, Schilthorn, Stanserhorn and Stoos 
- Free admission to more than 500 museums throughout Switzerland 
- Two free informative apps for your journey: Grand Train Tour of Switzerland app and Swiss Travel Guide 

app 
 

Complement your posts on social media with #swisstravelsystem and #grandtraintour.  
Visit us at mystsnet.com to download our Media & Trade kit. 
 

     
 

Feel at ease while you travel.  

Thanks to the public transport protection plan, you can sit back and relax while you travel 
through Switzerland. For the latest information on Swiss public transport and current protective 
measures, please visit mystsnet.com/corona and sbb.ch/corona 

 

 
 
Valais 
Valais is a land of superlatives. It is home to the Great Aletsch Glacier, the longest in the Alps. 
The Matterhorn is probably the world’s best known and most photographed mountain. The 
impressive Grande Dixence is the world’s tallest gravity dam, while the Abbey of Saint-Maurice, 
with a history stretching back over 1,500 years, is the oldest monastery in continuous use in the 
Western world. These superlatives are well worth discovering – alongside many more highlights. 
Let us inspire you by showing you the many different faces of Valais. 
www.visitvalais.ch  
 

@ValaisWallis #Valais #MySummerInValais 
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Brig Simplon 
Brig’s lovely Old Town, with its stately houses, cosy inns and elegant hotels, will tempt you to 
linger. The Stockalper Palace is one of the most important baroque palaces in Switzerland. The 
history of Brig is closely linked with the Simplon Pass, one of the most beautiful alpine passes; 
the pass road starts immediately beyond the city gates.  
 

Until the 17th Century, the narrow Gondo Gorge was considered to be impassable. It was the 
Brig merchant prince Kaspar Jodok von Stockalper who began to use the Simplon Pass for 
importing salt from the Mediterranean by mule. Today hikers experience the transition from the 
alpine Valais to the Italian flavour of the southern side: note the typical stone roofs in the village 
of Simplon Dorf, for example, and the village square reminiscent of an Italian piazza. The trail 
then continues via galleries and tunnels through the narrow Gondo Gorge, which is hemmed in 
by granite cliffs.  
www.brig-simplon.ch   
 

@BrigSimplon #BrigSimplon #goldrauschgondo 
 
Gornergrat 
The Gornergrat presents the world of the Alps in all its glory. The trains on Europe’s highest 
open-air cog railway run every 24 minutes and take you from Zermatt to the sunny panoramic 
viewing platform (2,089 m). Surrounded by 29 peaks higher than 4,000 metres – including the 
majestic Matterhorn and Dufourspitze, to say nothing of the Alps’ third-longest glacier – the 
Gornergrat offers panoramic views in a class of their own. When dew still lies on the meadows 
and nature slowly begins to stir, visitors will be experiencing an unforgettable sunrise. Take all 
the time to enjoy this indescribable experience! Afterwards, hiking, biking and shopping await. 
www.gornergrat.ch  
 

@gornergrat #gornergrat 
 
Aletsch Arena 
Swiss Alps Jungfrau-Aletsch: that’s the title under which the largest glacier in the Alps (23 km 
long) appears on UNESCO’s list of World Heritage Sites. The massive ice flow originates on the 
southern faces of the Eiger, Mönch and Jungfrau and flows down into Valais. Nearby, the three 
car-free resorts up on the alpine pastures – Fiescheralp, Bettmeralp and Riederalp – bask in the 
sunshine, midway between the valley and the sky. Like the villages lower down, they radiate a 
special charm with their traditional houses, typical of Valais, their wooden chalets and 
atmospheric hotels. Six cable cars carry visitors from the Rhone valley up to an altitude of about 
2,000 m to access these resorts and the idyllic hiking trails of the Aletsch region. Other chairlifts 
and cable cars carry guests higher still, to panoramic vantage points such as the Eggishorn 
(2,927m), which offers one of the finest views of the Aletsch and Fiesch glaciers.  
www.aletscharena.ch   
 

@aletscharena #aletscharena #myaletschmoment #feelfree 
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Programme of the trip (Subject to modification) 
 
Tuesday, 7 September 2021 – Hello Valais.  

16:00 Individual arrival of participants in Brig. 

 Check-in at the Hotel Europe.  
 
Hotel Europe 
Viktoriastrasse 9 
CH-3900 Brig 
Phone: +41 27 921 13 21 
info@hotel-europe-brig.ch  
www.hotel-europe-brig.ch  

17:00 Welcome by Lena Imstepf (M. +41 79 390 82 24) from Brig Simplon Tourism 
and Flurina Manser (M. +41 79 640 31 91) from Valais/Wallis Promotion in the 
hotel lobby. 
 
Presentation of Valais with a quiz.  

17:30 Guided tour through Brig’s Old Town.  

19:00 Dinner at a traditional restaurant in Brig.   

 Overnight in Brig. 
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Wednesday, 8 September 2021 – Gold panning adventure. 

 Breakfast at the hotel.  

 Packing list/equipment for gold panning experience: 
Light mountain hiking boots, durable outdoor clothing (appropriate for the 
weather), headgear and sunscreen, spare dry socks, jacket (in the tunnel the 
temperature is 10 degrees), water bottle. 
 
Boots, gold panning pans and tools for the gallery will be provided. 

08:18 Travel by postal bus to Gondo. 

 

  

09:30 Welcome at the Gondo Gold Mine car park in Gondo and travel by Simplon 
Bus to the Zwischbergen valley. 
Short hike to the gallery and introduction to the mine’s history. 
 
Gold panning experience in Gondo 
Come to Gondo and immerse yourself in an old-fashioned gold panning 
adventure, ideal for visitors of all ages: great fun as well as relaxing. Follow in 
the footsteps of the early prospectors, learn about Gondo’s history, and 
experience the thrill of the gold rush first hand. Experienced gold panning 
instructors will introduce you to this traditional skill and give you lots of good 
tips. 

12:00 Hike to the “Grosses Wasser” stream and enjoy lunch (a generous “Assiette 
valaisanne”, or Valais platter). 

About 
13:15 

Put on your boots, grab your gold panning pans and start! Instructions on gold 
panning in the stream by the guide.  
 
Note: In case of bad weather, the program might be adapted.  
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17:52 Travel back to Brig by postal bus. (possibly earlier) 
 

 

19:30 Dinner at a restaurant in Brig.   

 Overnight in Brig. 
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Thursday, 9 September 2021 – Gornergrat. 

 Breakfast at the hotel and check-out. You can leave your luggage at the hotel 
reception.  

08:15 Meet Christoph Andereggen (M. +41 76 429 64 29) from the Matterhorn 
Gotthard Railway/Gornergrat Railway at platform 12 of the train station in Brig.  
Please wear clothing suitable for outdoor activities plus trekking shoes; also 
bring a hat, sun protection and water bottle. 

08:27 Travel with the Matterhorn Gotthard Railway to Zermatt and continue with 
the cog railway to the Gornergrat at 3,089 metres.   

 

10:33 Arrival at Gornergrat. In good conditions, enjoy the view of 29 peaks higher 
than 4,000 metres.  
 
Visit the brand-new multimedia exhibition “Zooom the Matterhorn”. 
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12:00 Lunch at Switzerland’s highest hotel, the 3100 Kulmhotel Gornergrat. 

13:31 Travel with the Gornergrat Railway to Rotenboden.  

 

13:45 Photo stop at Riffelsee with its world-famous reflection of the Matterhorn.  
Gentle one-hour hike to Riffelberg.  

15:22 Travel with the Gornergrat Railway back to Zermatt.  

 

15:51 Short side trip to the world-famous Bahnhofstrasse in Zermatt. 

16:37 Travel by train to Fiesch. Flurina Manser brings your luggage to Visp train 
station.  
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19:00 Welcome by a representative of Aletsch Arena.   

19:30 Travel to Fiescheralp. Check-in at the Hotel Eggishorn. 
 
Hotel Eggishorn 
CH-3984 Fiesch-Fiescheralp 
Phone: +41 27 971 14 44 
info@hotel-eggishorn.ch  
www.hotel-eggishorn.ch  

 Dinner at the restaurant of the hotel.   

 Overnight at Fiescheralp. 
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Friday, 10 September 2021 – Glacier tour 

 Breakfast at the hotel.  

08:15 Meet your mountain guide at the cable car station of Fiescheralp.  
 

Equipment to bring: 
- Backpack 
- Hiking or trekking boots (no jogging shoes) 
- Hiking clothing (inc. long trousers and outdoor jacket)  
- Gloves and hat/headband – sunglasses  
- Food and water (lunch from Hotel Eggishorn) 
 
Important: keep the weight of your backpack to a minimum!  
 
The technical material (harness and crampons) will be provided free of 
charge. 

 Aletsch Glacier Tour (7-8 hours total time, around 6 hours of hiking) 
Gigantic! If you see the Great Aletsch Glacier for the first time, that’s 
probably the word that comes to mind. The fact that you can even get up 
close and personal with the fascinating ice giant – the largest glacier in the 
Alps with its 11 billion tons of ice and length of 23 km – as part of a glacier tour 
guarantees high thrills to all participants. Exploring the Great Aletsch Glacier 
with an expert mountain guide, safely secured as you head over the ice, is an 
unforgettable experience. Opportunities for a guided glacier tour are 
available almost daily in the resorts of Riederalp, Bettmeralp and Fiesch-
Eggishorn. 

 Picnic lunch on the way 

Around 
16:00 

Back at the hotel. Time at leisure.  

 Dinner at the restaurant of the hotel.   

 Overnight at Fiescheralp. 
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Saturday, 11 September 2021 – Goodbye Valais. 

 Breakfast at the hotel and check-out.  

 Depending on the interests and departure times of participants, different 
options are available:  

 View Point Package  
www.aletscharena.ch/en/world-natural-heritage-site/view-points   

 Eggishorn or Gibidum reservoir via ferratas  
www.aletscharena.ch/en/activities/climbing  

 Hiking 
www.aletscharena.ch/en/activities/walking  

 Pro Natura Center Aletsch – Villa Cassel 
www.aletscharena.ch/en/world-natural-heritage-site/pro-natura-center-
aletsch  

 Individual departure of participants.  
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Additional information for your publications 
www.visitvalais.ch - Official website of Valais/Wallis Promotion with countless ideas for what 
to do in our region plus news about Valais. 
www.myswitzerland.com – Official website of Switzerland Tourism.  
 
Websites of the destinations visited 
www.brig-simplon.ch – Brig Simplon 
www.gornergrat.ch – Gornergrat 
www.aletscharena.ch – Aletsch Arena 
 
Photos of Valais 
You will find more than 18,000 pictures of Valais in our photo library, available for editorial use. 
Please respect copyright.  
https://photos.valais.ch  
 
Insurance 
Participants are responsible for arranging their own insurance. 
 
Arrival and departure 
Arrival and departure are organised by Switzerland Tourism. 
 
Social Media 
Share your Valais travel experiences with us: 
 
Valais: 
Twitter: @valaiswallis – www.twitter.com/valaiswallis 
Instagram: @valaiswallis – www.instagram.com/valaiswallis 
Facebook: Valais Wallis – www.facebook.com/valaiswallis 
 

@ValaisWallis #Valais #MySummerInValais 
 
Brig Simplon: 
Instagram: @BrigSimplon – www.instagram.com/brig_simplon/  
Facebook: Brig Simplon Tourismus – www.facebook.com/BrigSimplonTourismus  

 

@BrigSimplon #BrigSimplon #goldrauschgondo 
 
Gornergrat Railway/Matterhorn Gotthard Bahn: 
Twitter: @Gornergratbahn – www.twitter.com/Gornergratbahn  
Instagram: @Gornergrat – www.instagram.com/gornergrat/  
Facebook: Gornergrat Bahn – www.facebook.com/gornergrat  
YouTube: Gornergrat Bahn –  www.youtube.com/channel/UCk0DkP-z3lbNE8nVIEztkKA  
 

@gornergrat #gornergrat 
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Aletsch Arena: 
Twitter: @AletschArena_ch – www.twitter.com/AletschArena_ch  
Instagram: @aletscharena_ch – www.instagram.com/aletscharena_ch/  
Facebook: AletschArena – www.facebook.com/AletschArena  
 

@aletscharena #aletscharena #myaletschmoment #feelfree 
 
 
 
Contacts for your media trip 
 
Valais/Wallis Promotion 
Rue Pré Fleuri 6 
CH-1951 Sion 
www.visitvalais.ch 

Flurina Manser 
Media Trip Manager 
Direct: +41 27 327 35 28 
Mobile: +41 79 640 31 91  
E-mail: flurina.manser@valais.ch 

Brig Simplon Tourismus  
Bahnhofstrasse 2 
CH-3900 Brig 
www.brig-simplon.ch  

Lena Imstepf 
Product Manager 
Direct: +41 27 921 60 30 
Mobile: +41 79 390 82 24 
E-mail: l.imstepf@brig-simplon.ch 

Matterhorn Gotthard Bahn 
Gornergrat Railway 
Bahnhofplatz 7 
CH-3900 Brig 
www.gornergrat.ch  

Christoph Andereggen 
Communications 
Direct: +41 27 927 71 71 
Mobile: +41 76 429 64 29 
E-mail: Christoph.Andereggen@mgbahn.ch 
 

  
Aletsch Arena 
Furkastrasse 39 
CH-3983 Mörel-Filet 
www.aletscharena.ch 

Nadine Blatter 
Market Management  
Direct: +41 27 928 58 70 
Mobile: +41 79 372 97 17 
E-mail: nadine.blatter@aletscharena.ch 

 


